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Assignment 1: Adolescent Drug Use and Offending
In the article “Do Adolescent Drug Users fare the Worst? Onset type, Juvenile Delinquency, and Criminal Careers” by DeLisi, Angton, Behnken, and Kusow, the authors examine the relationship between adolescent drug use and offending. According to the authors, there is no extant conceptual model that can be used to explicitly explain the specific criminal offenses that mark criminal onset in adolescent drug users. However, based on the general trend of the adolescents’ early emerging deficits, they believe that some of the antisocial behaviors related to crime such as lack of self-regulation, temperament, and development of social cognition get worse over time in adolescents who use drugs. 
Koh et al. (2017) explain that the adolescence stage is a vulnerable period of development where most of the behavior problems start to emerge. In their study, they found that adolescents who had a history of violent delinquency were 2.49 times more likely to be found to have drug use disorders (Koh et al., 2017). The same findings are noted by DeLisi et al. (2013) who found that the antisocial behaviors in adolescents emerge during their early entry into adolescence stage. DeLisi et al. (2013) noted in their study of 12 different forms of crimes that onset juvenile criminal career is most likely to be experienced by those who use drugs. 
The finding is in agreement with Koh et al. (2017) who also found that drug use is most severe in juveniles with a history of violent delinquency. DeLisi et al. (2013) further explain that even though criminal career onset is associated with the adolescent’s exposure to drug substances, there are also other factors that determine the onset of criminal career among the juveniles. For example, they noted that the unfolding of drug use among the juveniles depends on the other factors such as psychiatric function, emotional problems, school or home problems.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, from this summary, it is evident to me that despite little literature on the relationship between substance abuse and juvenile delinquency, there is more that can still be explored to determine the specific and explicit link between the two concepts. However, from this article, I noted that there is potential evidence that points to the fact that juvenile delinquency can be highly influenced by adolescent's exposure to drug substances in their early period in the adolescent stage. I also noted that we cannot make a general conclusion based on drug use only, but other factors such as psychiatric functions must also be considered.
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